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Active Antenna Array Behavior
Denver E. J, Humphrey, Student Member, IEEE, Vincent F. Fusco, Member, IEEE, and Stephen Drew

Abstract-It has been recently demonstrated that arrays of
coupled active antenna oscillating elements can be locked together
by mutual radiation in order to form spatial power combining
and beam steered arrays. In this paper a nonhear coupled
oscillator theory is developed which accounts for both the am-
plitude and phase behavior of an array of distributed coupled
active antenna oscillators. In its canonical form the theory can
be used to describe the behavior of any number of spatially
displaced coupled elements placed in a chain. These elements can
have unequal spacing and they can have arbitrary free-running
oscillation frequencies. Unequal free-running amplitudes are also
permitted. Experimental validation of the theory is presented for
some basic cases in terms of frequency and amplitude variation
under mutual injection locked conditions. In its particular form
the theory developed is suited for use with recently reported
active antenna imaging methods.

I. INTRODUCTION

IT IS known that mutual coupling between active antennas
can cause injection locking [1], [2] to occur. A lumped

element circuit based analysis for the synchronization of the
phases of several coupled oscillators was given by Stephan [3].
Modal stability was discussed for lumped element coupling
by Endo and Mori [4] and for distributed coupling by Nogi et
al.[5], and Lin and Itoh [6] while York and Compton have

described the phase dynamics of active antenna oscillator
circuits with delayed coupling [7]. Arrays of coupled active

patch oscillator circuits offer potential for beam scanning

applications which do not require phase shifters [8]. Other
applications include spatial power combining circuits [9], [10].
Normally the theoretical treatment of these systems concen-
trates on phase variation effects only. In the work presented
here both amplitude and phase variation are permitted.

“Several methods for modeling the behavior of a single active
antenna element exist. The first method relies on a detailed
time domain based simulation of the physical active antenna
circuit. In this approach a time domain circuit simulator is

used to accurately mimic the electrical characteristics of a
given active antenna circuit. A small number of coupled
active antenna oscillators have been simulated by this method
[10]. For the work presented here, the active antenna circuit
used utilizes an NEC7 1084 MESFET device as the active
element and is designed in accordance with the details given
in [11]. Microwave Spice is used as the nonlinear time-

domain simulator with the active antenna described using the
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transmission line model given in [12]. For array studies a
simpler model customized to the performance characteristics

of the full model is more attractive primarily due to the
complexity and computational requirements of a multiple
oscillator circuit scenario required by the full time-domain
modeling strategy. In the work reported here a simple circuit
model for the active antenna model is selected. The model
can be described by a modified Van der Pol equation [13]. ‘The
form of this model is chosen by investigation of the behavioral
characteristic of the full time-domain simulation of a single
element. The Van der Pol model has appropriate dynamical
behavior to allow it to behave with the same amplitude and

frequency characteristics as the more complex time-domain
model from which it is derived. The justification for the

selection of the particular form of the Van der Pol model used

is given.

II. ACTIVE ANTENNA ELEMENT

Fig. 1 illustrates the series feedback oscillator configuration
of the active element used in this work. For a nominal
operating voltage for the circuit of three volts with a drain
current of 35 mA, the radiation patterns obtained for the
patch exhibit good symmetry and are compatible in form
with those obtained from a radiating-edge fed single passive

patch radiator operated in 2’.1 mode [14], Fig. 2. A worst case

cross polarization level was calculated to be – 10 dB, with a
measured value of – 8 dB. This level of cross polarization
is commensurate with the reduction (when compared with
radiating edge fed patch variants) in cross polarization nor-
mally experienced in nonradiating edge fed passive rectangular
microstrip patch antennas [15]. The free-running frequency of
the element was 10.67 GHz and its EIRP was 12 dBm. For

the active antenna element, both output power and operating
frequency are a function of the dc bias voltage applied to the

element. The oscillation frequency of the module changed by
30 MHz over the voltage range 2--3 V. Over this voltage range
the output power varied monotonically by –3 dB relative to
the nominal reference level 12.0 dBm @ 3 V dc bias.

III. ACTIVE ANTENNA MACRO MODEL

The microstrip patch antenna transmission line circuit model

[12] used in the full time domain circuit simulator described in
[11] was replaced by a variable amplitude sinusoidal voltage
source, v(t) = v, placed at the device plane AA’ in Fig. 1.
At the free-running frequency of the oscillator the input
admittance characteristic of the active antenna simulated at
this drive port (considered in this work to be the device plane)
was found. Fig. 3 shows the functional nonlinear IV form
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Fig. 1. Active antenna electrical circuit schematic.
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Fig. 2. Far-field H-plane polar pattern for single active antenna module.
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Fig. 3. Simulated nonlinear IV relationship at the device plane at AA’ of
Fig. 1.

obtained. This relationship was modeled using the classical
cubic relationship for nonlinear conductance required for the
formation of a sinusoidal oscillator limit cycle [13]

i = –av+bu3. (1)

The derivative of this expression gives the nonlinear con-

ductance for the active antenna element

G’(w)= ~ = –a + 3bv2, (2)

Using the full time domain simulation, it was found that at
the active antenna free-running frequency, the input reactance
of the microstrip patch antenna was inductive. Under the
same operating conditions the reactance looking toward the
oscillator element at the reference port was found to be

capacitive. Over the range of voltage to be fitted by (2) this

capacitance was found to be insensitive to voltage drive level.
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Fig. 4. Single active antenna macro model topology.

From the above information the simple autonomous oscillator
circuit topology in Fig. 4 was defined. For the rest of the work
presented here the topology in Fig. 4 is used as the macro
active antenna model for each element in the chain array.

The simulation approach adopted here justifies the simple
model normally assumed arbitrarily in coupled oscillator stud-

ies. In addition it yields the numerical circuit values needed

to customize the model to the active circuit. On applying

KirchofPs current law to Fig. 4 under free-running conditions,

(3) is obtained

i(t) – S[l– @J(t)qJi(t) + (.()%(t)= o (3)

where

a

‘=%;

p=;;

1

‘2=E”

This equation has the form of a modified version of the
classical Van der Pol equation [13].

On application of the averaging method [16] a first order
analytical solution for (3) can be obtained.

With initial conditions w = A, i = O at t = O the solution
given in (4) results

~A
v(t) = A cos wt + 3 ~ sin wt (4)

where all second order terms have been assumed to be zero.
It should be noted that to achieve a nontrivial solution to (3)

the free-running amplitude of the active antenna must equal
A = ~. Also since & is small, 0.025 in this case, the
active antenna oscillator exhibits very low harmonic content.
This implies that a measurement of the free-running amplitude

of the active antenna can be used to find (? directly. In this way
the need for the full nonlinear computer modeling approach
used above to ascertain the correct functional form for the
macro circuit can be circumvented.

Examination of the quality factor Q for the circuit in Fig. 4
reveals that

Q+’.;, (5)

A direct measurement of the active antenna oscillator Q factor
will yield e without recourse to simulation, e was found
by measurement to be 0.027 by injection locking [17] and
calculated to be 0,025.
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Fig. 5. Imaged active antenna array topology.

IV. IMAGE COUPLED ACTIVE ANTENNA ARRAY

Stephan and Young [18], and York and Compton [1] suggest

a method whereby an active antenna element was imaged onto

a vertical ground plane. This enabled the complex coupling

coefficient that exists between an active element and its image
to be found. The method proceeds by monitoring the frequency
of oscillation of the active antenna as a vertical ground plane is
moved relative to the active element under test. The resulting
shift in frequency induced by load pulling was then used to

determine the coupling coefficient.

In this paper, unlike previous analyses-phase and ampli-

tude behavior are considered in a coupled manner. For an
imaged active antenna, Fig. 5, the amplitude and free-running

frequencies of both the antenna and its image will be identical
as will the Van der Pol amplitude factor /? and dissipation

factor E for each oscillator, actual and image. The image will
be either in-phase or in anti-phase depending on whether E or
H plane coupling is used [1]. The coupling A = pej” between

the active antenna and its image is assumed to be complex and
reciprocal. It is noted that the coupling analyzed in this paper is

such that the output of one oscillator directly effects the output

of the next oscillator, first and second derivative coupling have

been neglected, thereby modeling the single stable limit cycle
condition observed experimentally in this paper. Under these

constraints (3) can be recast for the active antenna voltage VI
and the image voltage V2 as

WI – S[l– f?(vl + AIJ2)]%1LJ+W2(V1 + )W2)=0

V2 – E[l – /3(w2 + h1)]2ti2u + W2(TJ2 + hl) = O (6)

with the assumed solutions

‘u1= Al COS (CJLt)

‘q = A2 COS (cd~t + a).

Here Al is the steady state peak amplitude of the active
antenna and is a function of separation distance x. A2 is the
image amplitude and is equal to Al. The entrained radian
frequency of the array which is assumed to be in-lock due

to mutual injection locking between oscillator and image is

WL. In be imaged case, the phase shift, a, between the active

antenna and its image must be either 0° or 180° in order for

a nontrivial solution of (6) to occur. Here for the purpose
of illustration, H-plane coupling is used making u = 180°,
[1]. The simultaneous in (6) are solved by the analytical
harmonic balance approach [16], [19]. Due to the Q-factor
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Fig. 6. (a) Frequency deviation about free-running frequency for a imaged
active antenna. (b) Amplitude variation for an imaged active antenna.

of the active antenna element, single frequency operation is

assumed, and we thus consider only fundamental frequency

terms. This procedure after cosine and sine terms are equated,
results in (7)

[(kl
~ j+pz 1-*w~=— cos’+pcosol-:psir’

and

(
2

(J~=k(J ~

)

sin 20 –p sin @ +W2(1 –p cos Q) (7)

where k = (A2E,L3WL/2) and Al = A2 = A.
These two equations in two unknowns A and UL can be

directly solved for a known antenna element separation. In

the free-running oscillator case, i.e., when 2 = O(p = O) 0’)
suggests AZ = 4/@ which is the same result as that obtained

from the first order analytical solution for the free-running
oscillator, (4). In addition when ~ = Othe entrained frequency,

wL, becomes the free-running frequency, w, as expected.

Experimental and theoretical results are presented in

Fig. 6(a) for the frequency deviation of the system relative

to the free-running frequency of an individual element as a

function of element separation for the image configuration

shown in Fig. 5. Here the empirical amplitude coupling
coefficient C = (27rzp/A), [1], is obtained as 0.01209 by
numerically fitting (7) at a single arbitrarily selected separation
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Fig. 7. Chain array topology.

distance of (z/A) = 5.55. In Fig. 6(b) theoretical amplitude
variation is shown for the imaged antenna and is compared
with the amplitude variation measured at the patch. Here
power readings were made through a bias tee connected to

the element’s dc port. These values were then normalized to
the peak-peak theoretical amplitude prediction.

V. CHAIN ARRAY

The basic equation used for individual oscillator cells (de-

layed coupled active antenna modules in this case) is of the

Van der Pol type as given in (3). This equation can be written

in canonical form as

[in —En 1 – pn(’vn + An_l’un_l+ Anwn+J2]&LJn
+ L/(?)n+ A_17Jn-1 + kwn+l)

+ forcing j n = O. (8)

Where for generality, Sm and,& are different for each of the
active antenna oscillator modules in the chain array defined
in Fig. 7. In this way, unequal active antenna oscillating
characteristics and element spacings can be accommodated.

For array behavior to be investigated, the forcing function is

assumed to be zero. Again a solution is expected of the form
‘un = An COS (LJLt + G).

In (8) the constant An_l is defined as the coupling coeffi-

cient between the current and previous oscillator and ~. is the

coupling coefficient between the current and next oscillator.
In general, these can be unequal for nonuniformly spaced
elements. Only nearest neighbor coupling is accounted for
since these are the strongest couplings and will tend to
dominate system behavior.

As before a phase lag, @j~, is introduced into the coupling
mechanism due to the spatial separation of the elements in
the array, so that

In most arrays reciprocity will hold so that the coupling will
be equal in both directions [1]

Introducing a phase lag, ~, into the terms &1 un _ 1 and
Anv.+l these become

)n-IVn-I =pn_lA.-l COS(LJL,t+ O!n-I + @n_I) (11)

,&w.+1 = pn,A.+l COS (WL~ + %+1 + O.). (12)

Here tiL is the entrained frequency of the system and o!~
is the phase of the nth oscillator in the system, It is noted
that for identical element separations both the magnitude and
the phase of the coupling coefficient, A (9), will change
depending on whether the situation being considered is for two
identical oscillators or for a single oscillator and its image.

The differential equation describing the general behavior of
the chain array, (8), with the substitutions defined by (11) and

(12) was solved by application of the method of analytical
harmonic balance, [16], Appendix.

1) Solution l—Two-element array: Consider an axray of
two oscillator elements. Here the entrainment condition can
be assumed to be of the form

‘u1 = Al COS (LJJLt) (13)

‘W = Az COS(ULt + c@). (14)

The phase difference between oscillators, C-W(al = O), is
measured relative to the first oscillator. Coefficients Al and
AZ represent the steady state amplitudes of the entrained active
elements for a given element separation. From (Al) and (A2),
(15) and (16) for the first element and (17) and (18) for the
second element result

–A1w~ –
E1~1W1WLp2A1A~

2

[--

1 1

2
sin 2Q1 cos 2oq – ~ cos 201 sin 2ciz

. 1
EI@IwlwLpAf A2 .

+
2

sm (az + 01)

+ w:A1 +w~pA2 cos(a2 + @l) = O (15)

EI,bIWIWLAf EIf?IWlWLp2AIA~
EIWIAIWL —

4– 2

El~IWIWLpAfAZ
—

2
Cos(az + @l)

(16)– w~pAz sin(az + %) = O

–A2wf, cos Q2 + E2W2A2WL sin 042

E2/32w2wLA~ ~2132w2wLP2-424
sin OJ2

4 2

“[ 1 1
sin a2 – ~ sin 201 cos az + – cos 2@1 sin a2

2 1
_ EZ@2W2WLpA~AI

2
sin (2a~ – 01)

+ w:A2 cOS ffz + w;QAI COS @I = O (17)

A2w~ sin C2Z+ E2W2AZWL COS 0!2

E2,82W2WLA23 E2~2W2WLp2A2A12
—

4
Cos 0!2 —

2

[

1 1
cos az — – cos 201 cos az — – sin 201 sin a2

2 2 1
E2,!32w2wLpA~AI

—

2
Cos (2a2 – 01)

—w~A2 sin a2 — w~pA1 sin 01 = O. (18)

For identical matched active elements the uncoupled ampli-
tudes and frequencies are equal, hence Al = A2 = A, S1 =
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Fig. 8. Amplitude response for four coupled active antenna elements (90°
phase progression).

E2 = E, and /?l = ,& = /3 and (15)–(18) reduce to two
equations when the condition Q2 = 0° or a2 = 180° is
imposed. The resulting equations can then be solved directly
for A and UL, the remaining unknowns. This is in agreement
with the observations given in [20]. For the case of a2 set
equal to 180° (7) results.

For two elements mutually coupled together in an array, a
mode change is observed as separation distance is increased

[18]. The preferred stable mode is that which results in the
least dissipated power [21]. This can be accounted for by
performing a simulation run on both of the allowable mode
cases (a2 = 0° or 180° ) and selecting the preferred mode
when the peak amplitude of one mode falls below the value it
has when operated in the other permitted mode.

VI. SIMULATION RESULTS

In this section, results based on (Al) and (A2) are presented
to illustrate the interesting amplitude and phase phenomena
which can occur within a chain array. Due to equipment
limitations only simulated results are presented.

The case examined is for four coupled elements, with a
progressive phase offset between each element of 90° which
is enforced by removing the phase angles, a2, a3, and a4
as optimization variables in (A 1) and (A2) (Fig. 8). Here ele-
ments one and four track in anti-phase while elements two and
three remain invariant with separation distance. Interestingly
in this case no frequency variation with separation distance is
observed in the simulation (Fig. 9).

In a practical situation knowledge of the behavior of the
array with element separation allows optimal spacing informa-
tion to be assembled with respect to element power generation
and operating frequency sensitivity. This information can then
be employed as additional constraining factors in the design
of active antenna arrays over and above those normally used
in classical passive array design techniques.

VII. CONCLUSION

This paper has illustrated that coupled Van der Pol equations
can be derived and analytically solved to determine multiple
active antenna amplitude and frequent y behavior factors.
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Fig. 9. Frequency response for four coupled active antenna elements (90°
phase progression).

These equations can be modified to allow for device couplling
between a single active antenna and an imaging plate. From
the resulting equations the array coupling coefficients can be
obtained from a single observation of imaged array operating
frequency. When this array coupling factor is fed back to the
model the amplitude and entrained frequency response of the
actual system can be obtained.

The method can be extended to allow a canonical solufion

for N-coupled nonidentical unequally spaced elements, and
from this the special two element and imaged array cases can

be derived.
For the two element array case amplitude and frequency

predictions were made, The amplitude and frequency behavior
of a system of four active antenna oscillators were simulated
and the effects of amplitude and phase tracking discussed.
Internal compensation phenomena were observed when more

than two elements were used, which can result in zero fre-
quency fluctuation with element separation.

APPENDIX

N ELEMENT ARRAY

Using (8)–( 12) it is possible to find two algebraic rela-
tionships in cos wLt and sin b@ for the nth oscillator. An
approximate solution of the form given by equation below is
assumed

u – An(wLt + an).~—

On following the method of solution adopted previously and
by substituting the above equation into (8) we get the two
algebraic relationships

–Amw~ cos an + &nWnAnWL, sin ct.

En/%wnwLAi ~ni&wnwLp~_lAnfl~- 1
—

4
sin an —

2

[

1
. sinan —–~ sin 2@n_l cos (20Jn_.1 – an)

1—
5

cos 2*.–1 sin (2rw_l —am)1
ErJ%wnwLP:-&A;+I

2

“[

1
sin ~. – ~ sin 2@n cos (20J.+1 – an)
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1
— cos 2Qm sin (2an+1 —am

5
)]

En@nwnwLpm–l A~An–l

. [sin (2an - al, - @n_ I)]

_ En&wnwLPnAZAn+l

2
[sin (2am - cin+l - @n)]

—2pnpn_1En~nWnWLAnAn–lAm+I

{
.— = [sin (~m-~ + @n_~ + a.+, + 0.)]

+ * [Cos(an-l + 0..1 – CY.+1 – 0.)

+ 2 Cos (an_l + %-l) Cos (Q!n+l + on)] 1
+ w:A. COSan + w:p.-Ii&I Cos (%-1 + on-l)

+ W:pnAn+I COS (~n+l + @n) = 0 (Al)

and

Anw~ sin an -t- EnWnAnWL cos an

~.@nwnwL& En finwnwLd_l AnA~–l
— Cos O!n—

4 2

[
1

. Coso!n-< Cos 2@n_l Cos (2c&l – an)

+ * sin 2@m_l sin (2a._l – an) 1
En/Awn wLP:&&I

—
2

[

1
. cosa!n––

2
Cos 20. Cos (2an+1 an)

1
+ j sin 2@n sin (2an+1 – CSn)1

~n&zwnwLf%–l&An_l—
2 ‘-

. [Cos(2cMn- CMn_,- @n_,)]

En/& WnWLpn&An+l
—

2
[Cos(2an - an+, - on)]

– 2pnpn–lEn~nWnWLAnAn_ lAn+l

{

.— * [sin (a._I + 0.., + a.+, + 0.)]

+ y [Cos (an-~ + @n_l – an+~ – Q.)

+ 2 sin (an-~ + @m_~) sin (cln+~ + @n)]
}

—u,~An sin an — U~P~–IA.–I sin (CW– I + @J~-1)

– W~pnAn+I sin (an+l + On) = O. (A2)

These can be solved for An and am by numerical opti-
mization for any integer number of active antenna elements.
Mathcad [22] was used to help handle expansion of the
identities involved in formulation of (A 1) and (A2).
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